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Friday 23rd April 2021

Good afternoon parents and carers,

We hope you all had a restful Easter break
and managed to enjoy some of the sunny - if
chilly - weather over the fortnight.

We have launched ourselves straight in to
our summer term this week, with our year 11
students preparing themselves for their up-
coming assessments. Enrichment sessions
have been in full swing and it has been great
to see so many students taking advantage of
those extra sessions with their teachers, and
especially those who took part in online revi-
sion sessions via Teams over Easter.

The Government has confirmed that masks
should continue to be worn in classrooms
as well as all communal areas within the
school building when pupils return after the
Easter break. This will be reviewed at Step 3
of the government’s roadmap which will be
no earlier than Monday 17th May. It is cur-
rently expected that from this date face cov-
erings will no longer be required in class-
rooms. We have been assured that we will
be given a week’s notice of any changes
and of course, we will pass any information
on to you as soon as we receive it.

If you have contacted school because your
child is exempt due to medical reasons,
there is no need to contact us again. Please
could | ask that you provide your child with a
mask and remind them to bring it to school
every day. We have a small number of
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masks available at the main school recep-
tion desk, should any pupil forget.

All other safety measures will remain in
place, including regular asymptomatic test-
ing for families, year group bubbles, in-
creased hygiene, ventilated rooms, and so-
cial distancing must be maintained where
possible.

Our risk assessment is available on our
website if you wish to read through this fur-
ther.

This week we have been celebrating Earth
Day with many activities taking place
throughout the week. We have also had the
second of our SchoolCloud parents eve-
nings, and the school photographer paid a
visit on Friday, so look out for more infor-
mation on a new set of photographs of your
child.

Next week our year 11 students begin to sit
their final assessments. Good luck to all our
year 11 and well done on all the extra work
you have been doing towards these assess-
ments.

Don’t forget that it is the May Day bank holi-
day on the 3rd May and we break up for
Whitsun half-term on Friday 28th May.

Kindest regards,
All at Arena

tel; 0121 729 7310
email: enquiry@arena-hirmingham.academy
www.arena-hirmingham.academy

© @COREArenaAcad

@core_arena_academy




National Tutoring Programme

At Arena we are determined that no student will be thlonql | &

left educationally disadvantaged due to the missed Tu t0r| ng
classroom time caused by the two lockdowns.

Programme

To ensure that our students not only regain any lost
ground due to the pandemic but also accelerate on-

wards, we have devised a recovery programme. Letters have gone out to the parents of

Form times will now be spent on a series of recovery our first cohort today.
lessons, expertly planned by our heads of faculties
and their teams. We are also going to be investing
heavily in the government’s National Tutoring Pro-
gramme of additional tutors, who will be working with

students in English, Maths, Science, Languages and  This is an ongoing and rolling pro-
Humanities. gramme of tutoring so don’t worry if

you haven’t received a letter today.
We will be in contact in the near future
to confirm allocation of a place.

These need to be signed and returned
on Monday 26th April, ready for start-
ing on Tuesday 27th.

It is our aim that all students will receive additional
tutoring between now and the end of the next aca-
demic year to ensure that they do not just recover,
but excel.

Year 9 Parents Evening - Schoolcloud

On Thursday of this week we held our year 9 parents evening on Schoolcloud.

Once again it was fantastic to see so many parents embrace this new technology and book their
appointments, and thank you to those who contacted us afterwards with their positive feedback.

As we mentioned previously, nothing will ever replace the face-to-face nature of a ‘normal’ par-
ents evening but those teachers who took part - and many of the parents who contacted us af-
terwards - said that this was an extremely effective alternative during these uncertain times.

Z schoolcloud

Parents Evening



Student Artwork

Exceptional creativity from our year 10 art students.

Nicholas Brooke Daniel

‘Year 10 Art students have created these
unique observations using Milton to re-
move ink from the surface of the paper to
record the areas of highlight. | am really
proud of the outcomes, the students have
excelledl’

Ms Freeman

Gracie-Mae

Ashpreet



Earth Day

— A C - As you can see from this incredible
poster by Morgan in 7CLY we have
celebrating Earth Day all week in Are-

na.

There have been many events taking
place such as litter picking, a poster
competition, assemblies, bring in a re-
cyclable item, and a staff and student
bake-off.

Brilliantly organised by Ms Biswas, the
week has been a great success.

Well done to everyone who entered all our
competitions. Winners will be announced
next week.

EARTH DAY

APRIL 22

For all the latest news about Arena please make sure you follow us on

our Twitter account: @COREArenaAcad






Ea rth Day
- 2021 »

Nhat’s going on at Arena’
Academy?

To celebrate the 50t anniversary of
Earth Dayon 22" April 2021, Arena
Academy will be launching a variety of

exciting competitions and activities t,
Earth day

raise awareness on ways we can
{ ’
¢ Restore our Earth.

.}\
Activities at Arena:
Arena’ stop tips to go - ;

greener: 2

Go on Nature walks.in _your local area:
https://www.bifminghammail.co.uk/w
ats- on/whats -on-news/27-stunning-
summer-walks-birmingham-9758138
+ ‘Grow your own’ vegetables and red

A *~‘p1astli,¢waste. Shop local to reduce food
3! miles. ‘
. .\- Clean up your area - go to your local gi

e

Monday: Assembly
and Competition
Launch

Tuesday: Poster
Competition

Wednesday: Year9

ARENA
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~park and spend some time litter pickingg

Build a bird feeder house in your back
garden/ bee garden.

‘Meat Free Mondays’ switch to one
plant based meal a week.

Recycle unwanted toys and donate to
environmental charities.

Together let’s
make everyday

Ea rt@é

and 10 Well being
Walks. Year7 and 8
Community Litter
Picking.

Thursday:

Bring a recyclable
item to School
(plastics, clothing,
cardboard),50p
donationto WWF.

Friday: Earth Day
Baking competition
for staffand
students



Changes to the Test and Trace support payment for parents

NHS
Test & Trace

Support Payment

Are you eligible?

Parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by their education setting or
by NHS Test and Trace are now able to apply for a Test and Trace Support Payment or discre-
tionary payment of £500, if they meet the eligibility criteria.

The extension of the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme, which is administered by district
and unitary local authorities in England, ensures that parents receive the financial support they
need if they are unable to attend work due to childcare responsibilities.

Parents and carers should apply to their local authority to receive a payment. Applications for the
Test and Trace Support Payment scheme are made via the local authority in which the parent or
carer resides, not the local authority where the setting is situated, if these are different.

To be eligible applicants must meet all of the criteria that:

e they are the parent or guardian of a child or young person in the same household and need to
take time off work to care for them while they self-isolate. This is limited to one parent or guardian
per household for the child or young person’s self-isolation period

e they are employed or self-employed

e they cannot work from home while undertaking caring responsibilities and will lose income as
a result

o they meet all the other means-tested eligibility criteria for a Test and Trace Support Payment
or locally determined criteria for a discretionary payment

That their child or young person:

e is aged 15 or under (or 25 or under with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC)) and nor-
mally attends an education or childcare setting

e has been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or by their education or childcare setting
because they have been identified as a close contact of someone who has tested positive for
coronavirus (COVID-19)

Nurseries, schools, colleges and further education providers are required to provide a letter to all
parents or carers of the children advised to self-isolate, to support their application to the Test
and Trace Support Payment scheme. Parents or carers will then be able to provide this letter to
their local authority as evidence that their child is required to self-isolate.

Once an application for a payment has been received, the local authority will be in touch with
your setting to verify the details of the child provided on the application. This will include a check
of the child’s name, age, address and days of self-isolation. This check is to minimise the event
of fraudulent claims. It may be conducted before or after a payment is made, depending on the
arrangements the individual local authority has chosen to put in place.


https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Ftest-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support%2Fclaiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme%3Futm_sour

Friends Resilience

. Educational Psychology VIFI'“JE!‘.TT
v :ll vl &1

FRIENDS
' RESILIENCE

Support welloemg within your family with the “Start building resilience”

package. This includes:

= A F-hour video airmed at equipping adults and teenagers with resilience
building skills (this can be watched in small sections);
* gBooks per relevant age growp:
- Start building resilience for adulls and 1eenagers
- 5tan building resilience for children
- Start building resilience for young children

This programene will suppart your child to better manage their feelings, develop
more helplul thinking and learn about 8 healthy [ifestyle.

Your child's school might run the FREENDS programme (hmes: |/ frendeesilence o],
this package brings these skills 1o families. To aceess this package for your Tamily
phease email the fellowing address and include your child's ape and the name of their
schoal: Fri AFarnilies Eirmi

You will then receive a log-in far the website within five working days and a code
which will allow you bo create an account snd use an online workbook and videa.

Wellbeing for Education reform — free resources
As part of the Wellbeing for Education Return (WER) offer, the 14-19 Participation and Skills Team are offering all
families in Birmingham access to the Friends ‘Start Building Resilience’ package at no cost to families.

To find out more visit - https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nZstJmP0O2RLPZmCRYSuhRyDG2Z wnF1li/view?usp=sharing

—RIENDS
RESILIENCE



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nZstJmP02RLPZmCRYSuhRyDG2Z_wnF1i/view?usp=sharing

St Giles SOS+

St Giles

SOS+ Programme

£t Giles aims fo break the cycle of
prison, crime and disadvantage to
oreate safer communities by
supporting people to change their
Pees.

We use expertise and freed
Experiences to empower people
who are not getting the belp they
need, who are hard to engage
because they have been
repeatedly failed = held back by
poverty. explaited, abused, dealing
with mental health problems,
caught up i orime o a
combination of these Esues.

W brain Preer Ackdsors 1o become
qualfied i Lewed = Informatian,
Sectvicn and Guidance

They Lse ths quslification and
teir ed sxpenance (o irspin
and suppon peaple facing saar
situatians. Boang helped by
someans wha has been there

is powweriul and urdlerpins all aur
prajects

SOS+ webinars -

St Giles

Tirrure] i gsml beioa holee

505+ SERVICE

St Gied 805+ Serdce dolbvers parky
irtanertion wark i educafional
and corrunity seffngs. through
proveniatiee sesgsians an wolercs
wulperability and eapioftabion. Qur
marcainning appanch uses
tnined profEssionals with beed
mperence of the oiminal justics
system ko dovglamoriso gang
irmchegment and axpese the hinrsh
realities of cims ard wolenoa

505+ delvers educalional sessons
thal tackia the issues of county [ines
dnug srniggling, gargs, and krife
crime o young people who are
wulnerabde ard al sk od
axplafation, songsde providing
¥NiNng and Asareniss SeSHons on
fese lopics ¥ parents, teachers
& oher profrsionsls

505+ PROJECT AIMS

s Prgvant young peoglo
becoming imaked in Senous
yuuth viakante and cariminal

activity by demystifying gang
cufture and educating them
atou the bersh realitees of krvfe
crrm and pnsan g

s |mpart r2al toots that young
peopie can utlse [ make besier
informad daosions and o avoid
negatae [festhyie choices,

s Endarse the benelés of
education;

o Equip parents and professionsls
Tt thad krdvesdon
undersianoing and 1oois 2 help
sitfeguard thedr young pecple

OUR WORK HAS THREE
THEMES:

Buileling satety: most chemt:
cannot foaus on longeederm
sspirations until they fecd =iz and
secire. Our siaff suppor dients to
immedsately address these necds

Busiding aspirations We =uppon
clienis f build up the skils,
confiderca and reslanoe needed
o Cnagte HI'!ZI'I.GIHHI;-H;E' Nt
aducation, fraining ang
SmpETymErT

Building comnections &1 our
clients expeviince secial isakadon
W support them o develop e
fods o badame creale posEve
relatianshigs within thosr
Commurty,

Please click on a date to register for the webinar

Tuesday 4th May 2021

Thursday 13th May 2021

=1 Geflesds 3 regaiered chofy Mo BO RS
e Head gRoe SH0 Camenesf Chunch BL Losdoeg, SESHE
weprp st festustongas

e T 2



St Giles

SOS+ Programme
Turning a past into a future

PARENTS’ AWARENESS

SESSION

50 minute webinar for parents
followed optional ive Q&A

SOS+
parents’
session
aims:

All participants will

kave the session able
to:

® Deline the term
caunty nes,

® Outine the mothads

15ed to groom,
recrun anoc axpiall

yaung peogic

CONTACT SOS+

Sookings ad engud

¢ soqphamidena@igien g Cry ik

AN other iInTormathion

E

® Have an awarenoss
af the gush and pull
inctors that

contnbuie o a young

persan booo
winembe ang

ming

imcaptble to county

INeS MONETNMY

® Ustthe risks and
consequences of
county nes
oIt

® Recognise koy siorns
nd indicators that
young peaple are
Deing expioned
or ot rsk of
county lnes
rovemaont,

® Understand
TI0 PerspOstve
of either a
SLIVIVGT Or
Derpetrator
after hearing

anproache:
young peopie safe,

fom an exoert

witness, including &

nnef averview of how

guils are used

Faciitale » safe place
within the household

10 encaurage healthy
canversatons

dertfy the senvices

avallable to suppart a
YOUNRG parsan o8 rsk

of or volvad in

county bnes, and the
caonvertonal referral
INOCESS 0%,

Jukse pracheal
Ace and

» 0 Koo

ncludng peoventng
sd redcing nsks

asocinted vath each

staqe of the county

ines process




School Nurse Virtual Drop-In Clinic

Tuesday

from
\ 4:30-530pm Your School Nurse
is here to help you
feel healthy, happy
and safe during your
school years and to
get the best from
your education.

Join the link and
talk to a School
Nurse. We provide
a confidential and

friendly service.

https://nhs.vc/BCHC/
C-F/Schl-Nurse/Drop-in



