
Good afternoon parents and carers, 

This week we have been extremely busy in en-
suring that our students are able to return to us 
safely next Tuesday. 

On Monday we began our testing programme 
with years 7 and 8, followed by years 9, 10 & 11 
on Tuesday.  In all over 830 students were test-
ed on those two days.  Then on Thursday and 
Friday they all returned for their second tests. 

Can we take this opportunity to thank all those 
students who came in to the building and took 
their tests in an impeccable manner.  It was 
wonderful to see so many of you. 

The third and final test in school takes place on 
Monday 8th.  We are going to test the entire 
school in one day and this is an organisational 
task of mammoth proportions, so please make a 
note on the timetable on the following page to 
ensure that your child arrives at school on time. 

As always, masks must be worn a social dis-
tancing must be adhered to. 

In readiness for next Tuesday’s full return to 
school, Zoom meetings have been held this 
week to go through all that we know with par-
ents, to set their minds at ease.  We were 
bowled over by the response to these meetings 
and cannot thank everyone enough for their 
overwhelming support. 

On Wednesday our minibus was on another 
mini-tour of our community delivering food and 
masks, and talking to parents and students 
about the return to school, and once again it 

was fantastic to see so many people.  We must 
give a special thanks to the Midland Langar Se-
va Society for their generosity in preparing an 
amazing chickpea curry and samosas for our 
families. 

Can we please remind our families that even as 
we return to school and restrictions slowly start 
to ease a little, if you have any difficulties at all, 
we can help.  Please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch with us. 

Once we return to school we have much to do, 
and priority is being given to helping our stu-
dents adjust to life back in school, and we will 
be focussing on mental health and wellbeing 
issues. 

Another priority area is that of catch-up learning.  
We are committed to filling those gaps in 
knowledge and learning that inevitably appear 
following a sustained period of time out of 
school.  We will be using the National Tutoring 
Programme, a national scheme partly funded by 
the government, alongside our own highly 
skilled and professional staff to try ensure that 
there is no lasting negative impact on our stu-
dents’ as a result of these two lockdowns. 

Once again, everyone at Arena wishes to pass 
on their thanks for all the support every parent, 
carer and member of the Arena Community has 
shown to the school - and to each other -  dur-
ing this uncertain period, and we cannot wait 
until your children are back in our classrooms 
where they belong. 

Best wishes, All at Arena. 



Return to School News 

Please check through the schedule for COVID testing on Monday 8th March and ensure your 

child or children arrive to school on time, and that they go to the correct area. 

We are aware that some families may be struggling to replace certain items of school uniform as 
Clive Mark is not currently taking online orders. If you require a replacement blazer for your 
child’s return to school, we may be able to support you. Please contact Miss Guest via email on 
kguest@arena-birmingham.academy  

We are also pleased to inform you that we will be providing new blazers with our updated Arena 
Academy logo to all of our students, free of charge. This will be taking place later in the academic 
year and we will be sending further correspondence to all parents to collect the necessary blazer 
sizes needed to place this order.  

Until we re-open, your child should continue to follow their remote learning timetable. On Monday 
8th March work will be set for the pupils to do, but I appreciate that most of them will be coming 
into school for testing. We are all incredibly proud of how hard students have worked during lock-
down – let’s keep it up!  

School Uniform 

Remote Learning 

To help ensure as safe a learning environment as possible, we will continue to follow the same, 
stringent measures as last term: year and class bubbles and zones; staggered start, finish, lunch 
and break times; extra hygiene practices; and additional cleaning. In line with latest advice, stu-
dents will now be asked/required to wear a face covering in the classroom, as well as when mov-
ing around the school site. Please ensure your child has a face covering with them at all times – 
while we have a small number available in school, these are of limited supply. Pupils should at-
tend in full school uniform, with all the correct equipment for learning. On the days that your child 
has PE they should attend in PE kit.  

Years 7 & 8 start at 8.30am and finish at 2.45pm 

Years 9, 10 & 11 start at 9.00am and finish at 3.15pm 

Safety Measures 



Year 11 Parents Evening 

Year 11 Parents Evening is on Thursday 25th 
March. Arena has introduced a new intuitive and 
easy to use online parents evening system called 
SchoolCloud. This allows you to choose your own 
appointment times with teachers, you will receive 
an email confirming your appointments and ap-
pointments will take place via video calls. 

Please visit: https://arenaacademy.schoolcloud.co.uk to book your appointments. 

Appointments can be made from Monday 8
th
 March and will close on Friday 19

th
 March. Should 

you wish to make any changes after this date please email enquiry@arena-
birmingham.academy. 

There is an instructional video on how to book appointments on our website.  You can view this 
at https://www.arena-birmingham.academy/parents/ 

Arena Academy Twitter 

Arena Academy has its own Twitter page and 

this is the best place for all the latest up-to-date 

information about our school and our communi-

ty. 

You can find us @COREArenaAcad  

If you have a Twitter account, please follow us 

to ensure that you’re kept in the know regarding 

all school announcements, COVID updates, 

special events and student achievement. 

Arena Minibus on Tour 

Once again Mr Stephens and Mrs Wain were 

out and about on Wednesday in the school min-

ibus, delivering food and face masks, and dis-

cussing the reopening of school. 

It was wonderful to see so many of you and to 

hear how everyone is looking forward to coming 

back next Tuesday. 

Many thanks to Midland Langar Seva Society 

for coming in to school to cook a delicious curry 

and somas for our families, and we hope you all 

enjoyed your meal. 



 

 

In 2021 World Book Day, just like everything else, will be different. We’ve adapted to make sure that 

World Book Day sends a powerful and positive message about books and reading, even in lockdown! 

At Arena we are doing tons of activities to ensure pupils and staff get the opportunity to showcase 

The winners will receive a £10 Amazon gift voucher and 50 points for their form on the  

Arena Conduct Cup! 

Deadline: Thursday 11th March 2021 

Old Man in A Village 

Our Masked Reader this week shared a very important story about an old man, 

who spent 80 years chasing ‘happiness’ with no luck. This left him very bitter . It 

provides us with a very important message: 

Do what makes you happy and live for now. Time never returns. 

https://steemit.com/life/@ingus42/an-old-man-lived-in-the-village-or-short-life-story 

Booker Squad 

Led by Young Writer’s from the National Literacy Trust, selected pupils from 

Year 8 and 9 have been partaking in a project called ‘Booker Squad’. Over the 

next 6 weeks, our learners will create their own piece using the following 

books for inspiration:  

‘Pigeon English’ by Stephen Kelman 

‘A Monster Calls’ by Patrick Ness. 

H A P P Y   W O R L D   B O O K  D A Y  



Did any of you dress up for World Book Day? If you did, please send your 

photos into: nyesmin@arena-birmingham.academy 



Conduct Cup & Stars of the Week 

Well done 

everyone! 



Careers Week 



Careers Week 


