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GCSE Photography 

Photography is the 

practice of producing 

images using light-

sensitive materials 

such as photographic 

film, or digital methods 

of development and 

production to create 

static or moving 

images.

60% Component 1 
This is all work from Year 10 until Jan Year 11
One project and a selection of further work
You will get to develop your own project from a 
series of themes and choose your own artist.

40% Externally set unit
From Jan Year 11 until Easter
A smaller project with themes set by the exam 
board.

Is there an exam?
There is a 10 hour exam where 

you create the final piece 
including editing and 

presentation. It is not a 
written test.



What skills do I need to do a Photography GCSE?

• Skills with composition, space and colour

• Good level of technological ability

• Can create quality written responses

• Project management skills

• Commitment to meet deadlines

• Can generate ideas/creative thinking

• Can create work with personal meaning

• YOU WILL NEED AN IMAGE TAKING DEVICE AND A USB/SD CARD.

Do I have to do writing?
You will be required to 
analyse your images 

and explain your work 
with technical language 

and critical reflection



Photography 

Career Options

Portrait 

photographer

Wedding/events 

photographer

Newborn/family

photographer

Commercial 

photographer

Fashion photographer

Artist/craftsperson

Taking images could 

be your primary 

focus, or you may 

work with 

photographic images 

to produce related 

products such as film, 

advertising, web 

content. You may work 

freelance or work for 

a specific company.

Documentary 

photographer

Fine art photographer



2022
Grades 9-7= 33% NA: 28.2%
Grades 9-4= 83% NA: 82%

2021
Grades 9-7= 18.5% NA: 29.6%
Grades 9-4= 70% NA: 87%

2020
Grades 9-7 =19% NA: 29.6%
Grades 9-4 = 70% NA: 87%

2019
Grades 9-7 = 0% NA: 23%
Grades 9-4 = 71% NA: 75%

Photography
GCSE results



What projects 
or themes will 
we get to do?

Can we choose 
what we do?

What does the 
Photography 

exam involve?

Is there loads 
of homework?

Can I do Art AND 
Photography?



Year 10 Photography:
Further work:
Key concepts – building 
skills with DSLR cameras 
and equipment

Sustained project: 
Portraiture
Students can personalise 
their work within this 
broader theme

Year 11 Photography:

Sustained project:
Portraiture
Students can personalise 
their work within this 
broader theme

Externally Set Unit:
Student choice from 7 
themes set by the exam 
board

What projects 
or themes will 
we get to do?



What does the 
photography 

exam involve?

You will select one of 7 starting themes 
provided by the exam board and create a 
project using the same structure as your 
sustained project. It will be slightly 
condensed as you have less time.

Your exam projects culminates in a 10 hour exam (2 
days – 5 hours each) in which you create the final 
response. 

This is in silence, in the art room and you cannot have 
help from your teacher. You will be well prepared 
though so you will know what you need to do.



Is there loads 
of homework?

Can I do Art AND 
Photography?

If Art and Photography are available in separate 
option blocks then yes, you can select both as 
options.

Please be aware:

• Deadlines for both subjects are the same
• Both subjects are coursework heavy and 

therefore require consistent effort over the 
whole of the course

• Both require commitment to work at home and 
after school

• Exams are likely to take place very closely 
together – possibly in one week

• You can create photography outcomes in the 
Fine Art course and you can explore practical 
manipulation in the Photography course.



• Remember that your work is not graded in isolation. All work from start of course until the externally set assignment begins (usually 

January) will be marked together. This is why when we hesitate when giv ing out grades for indiv idual pieces, this does not 
necessarily reflect the standard of your wider portfolio and it can confuse students as to the grade they expect to get.

• Marks for each assessment objective are not limited to indiv idual pieces of work either, so for example a design idea could earn you 

marks in all four assessment objectives.
• Your work is marked holistically (across all outcomes) and this is why consistency of quality is so important. All assessment objectives 

are equally weighted.


