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Key Stage 3 (Y7-9):
English
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What are knowledge organisers?

For students to succeed in a particular area, they must have a foundation of factual knowledge, understand those 
facts in the context of a conceptual framework and organise knowledge in order to facilitate retrieval and application. 
We can see knowledge organisers as a way to enable this, in a much more systematic way than traditional revision 
guides and textbooks.

There are many arguments made for the necessity of the memorisation of important knowledge. Our working 
memory capacity is limited, so by storing more in our long-term memory, we can free up working memory capacity.

Knowledge organisers are a summary of the key facts and essential knowledge that pupils need about a unit of work 
or a curriculum subject.  Each page contains the essential information broken down into easily digestible chunks.  Each 
single side of A4 is important to focus the minds of the teachers creating them so they only include what’s crucial. 

Pupils will review, revise and quiz themselves using their knowledge organisers. 
Knowledge organisers are a really clear and easy to understand way for parents to be more aware of what their 
children are learning at school and thus to support them whilst they revise/test themselves at home.



How to use your Knowledge Organiser?

What is a Knowledge Organiser and how will it help me ?
It is an organised collection of knowledge that you need to know and learn for every topic you study in every subject. It will 
help you to be successful in your tests and exams. 
Your teacher will use the knowledge organiser in your lessons. They will ask you to refer to various sections - they might talk 
this through and/or ask you to make key notes in your books or to highlight certain sections on your knowledge organiser. 
Your teacher will set homework, where you will be asked to learn key knowledge from your knowledge organiser - you will 
then be tested in lessons regularly via short quizzes. 

Do I have to bring my Knowledge Organiser every day ? 
Yes, you do. It is one of our key expectations that you bring your knowledge organiser to every lesson, every day in your 
special Knowledge Organiser bag. Your Form Tutor will check this every morning.

Is there anything I could use to support me when using my knowledge organiser ? 
Some people find post it’s handy to stick onto their knowledge organiser pages - these are useful for extra notes. Small white 
revision/flash cards are helpful so you can write key facts down. These can then be placed up around the house to help your 
revision. 

How should I use my Knowledge Organiser to help me learn ? 
There are lots of ways to use your knowledge organiser - the key to success is to find what works for you. The table below 
shows you some different ways to use them.



Correct



What can be found in knowledge 
organisers?

Some of the core knowledge you can find in your knowledge organiser includes: 

• key vocabulary / terminology (tier 3 vocabulary)
• key knowledge that students will require to have memorised for the subject
• key places and people
• useful diagrams (as required for the topic)
• key dates for a subject like history (e.g. when the two World Wars were) would clearly 

also be included
• key information they should know before starting the topic
• important quotes (that demonstrate those themes)
• important equations
• key academic language (tier 2 vocabulary)



Learn, Cover, Write, Correct

the page

red



Practice makes Permanent



The Essential Steps for ‘Revising’

Limit distractions Find a nice 

space to revise 

in

Create and use 

a revision 

timetable. No 

cramming.

Set an alarm and 

start early

Work in intensive 

blocks of time (25 

mins works well)

The more you put 

in, the more you 

get out

Get plenty of 

sleep

Eat well Ask your teachers 

for help



Mathematics
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

• TOPIC 13 – ANGLES IN PARALLEL LINES AND POLYGONS.

• TOPIC 14 – AREA OF TRAPEZIA AND CIRCLES.

• TOPIC 15 – LINE SYMMETRY AND REFLECTION.

• TOPIC 16 – THE DATA HANDLING CYCLE.

• TOPIC 17 – MEASURES OF LOCATION





MATHS TOPIC 13 – ANGLES IN PARALLEL LINES AND 
POLYGONS.



MATHS TOPIC 14 – AREA OF TRAPEZIA AND CIRCLES.



MATHS TOPIC 15 – LINE SYMMETRY AND REFLECTION.



MATHS TOPIC 16 – THE DATA HANDLING CYCLE.



MATHS TOPIC 17 – MEASURES OF LOCATION.



English
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

1. Writing your own adventure story
2. Reading extracts from adventure stories and understanding 
3. how writer's structure their ideas and use a range of vocabulary 
and language techniques.
4. Craft sentences using prepositional push offs, adverbial openers,  
verb sentence openers/



English





Science
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

1. Work 
2. Heating and cooling 
3. Energy in reactions
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Work Knowledge organiser



Heating and cooling Knowledge organiser



Energy in reactions Knowledge organiser



Geography
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

1. South-East Asia

2. Brazil





Year 8
Units covered: SE Asia

Half-term targets:
• Can I describe the location of countries in SE Asia?
• Can I explain what colonisation is and where it has occurred?
• Can I explain the advantages and disadvantages of colonialism for both parties involved?
• Can I explain how a tsunami is formed?
• Can I explain the impacts and responses to a tsunami using a case study?
• Can I explain the push and pull factors to life in SE Asia?
• Can I explain the advantages and disadvantages to tourism in SE Asia?

Key concepts:
Sustainability                   Level of wealth
Physical                              Climate
Population                         Risk

Key definitions:
• Climate change-Long-term changes in temperature and precipitation
• Sustainability - An integrated approach to an action that considers 

environmental and economic implications of the present and the 
future.

• Physical feature- A naturally occurring feature 
• Tectonics- The study about how the Earth's surface, made of big 

puzzle pieces called tectonic plates, moves and interacts, causing 
things like mountains, earthquakes, and volcanoes

• Level of wealth- How strong a country’s economy is; HIC, NEE, LIC
• Tsunami- An abnormally large ocean wave caused by an underwater 

disturbance
• Tourism-Visiting places of interest for short periods of time

Example exam questions:
1. Define the term tsunami
2. Explain the causes and impacts of tsunamis
3. Describe and explain the impacts of over tourism
4. Tourism only has negative impacts. Do you agree?
5. Suggest why India was selected for colonisation
6. State 2 social impacts of colonisation in India
7. How has SE Asia experienced globalisation?
8. Provide a geographical description of a country in SE Asia.



Year 8 
Units covered: Brazil

Half-term targets:
• Can I describe the location of Brazil?
• Can I identify a favela from a picture?
• Can I explain the advantages and disadvantages of life in favelas?
• Can I define fairtrade and provide examples of fairtrade products?
• Can I suggest why different stakeholders have different opinions about fairtrade?
• Can I describe and explain animal and plant adaptations in Brazil?
• Can I explain why human rights are important?
• Can I provide examples of human rights and identify where they have been breached?

Key concepts:
Sustainability                   Economy
Fairtrade                             Inequality
Population                         Biodiversity

Key definitions:
• Sustainability - An integrated approach to an action that considers 

environmental and economic implications of the present and the 
future.

• Physical feature- A naturally occurring feature 
• Economy- how a country or place is doing in making goods, and how 

much money it has.
• Favela-An illegal settlement located nearby a city or road network
• Human right- Fundamental rights and freedoms of people e.g., 

freedom of speech
• Adaptation- Changing something about yourself to better suit the 

environment
• Biome- A community of living and non-living things

Example exam questions:
1. Define the term favela
2. Suggest pros and cons to life in favelas
3. Describe and explain animal and plant adaptations within Brazil
4. Define the term human right and provide 2 examples
5. Identify 2 ways in which Brazil is a tourist destination
6. Describe the location of Brazil



History
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer: 

Britain at the start of 
the 20th century:
- Liberal Reforms
- Women's Suffrage
- Titanic

Builds on Understanding of change and continuity 
established in The Norman Conquest 
and Control (Y7) and The Age of 
Revolution (Y8).

Leads to Understanding of post-Victorian British 
society underpins The First World War 
and The Second World War and 
Holocaust. (Y8)

Success 
Criteria

• Identify the characteristic features of societies, achievements, and the follies of mankind.
• Describe how the lives of the population during the early Twentieth Century.
• Describe historical concepts in reference to British society such as continuity and change.
• Explain the causes and consequences of events such as the Women’s Suffrage movement.
• Explain the significance of the impact of events such WWI on women’s rights
• Combine knowledge of societies to make connections, draw contrasts and analyse trends.
• Analyse and provide some evaluation of a range of sources to investigate changes it British 

society.

Key 
Concepts

Power, poverty, democracy, vote, key individuals, communication, people.

Literacy and 
Numeracy

• Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, 
‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘industry’.

• Opportunities for guided reading.
• Literacy promoted through the analysis of written sources and interpretations.

Careers • Industry and employment (including concepts such as social mobility, wages, and employee 
welfare) linked into lessons on the Twentieth Century.



History



Who did the reforms help? Children, old, sick, workers 

Free School meals, 1906
Local councils were given powers to 
give free meals to children from 
poor families.
By 1914, over 150,000 children were 
having a daily free meal, every day.
In 1914, the Government made 
school meals compulsory.

School medical 
inspections, 1907
Doctors and nurses 
went into schools to 
provide free medical 
checks for children
They could recommend 
any treatment that was 
necessary
After 1912, health care 
for these children was 
free.

Children’s Act, 
1908

Children were now 
protected, by law,  against 
cruelty from their parents.
Instead of adult prisons, 
criminal children were to 
be sent to borstals, 
specially built to cope with 
young offenders.
Children under 14 not to 
be allowed into pubs.
Cigarettes or alcohol not 
to be sold to children 
under 16.

Pensions Act, 1908
Weekly pensions were provided by 
the Government for the elderly and 
became very popular.
5s (20p) per week to single people 
over 70, 7s (35p) to married couples.

Labour Exchanges Act, 
1909

These Job centres meant that the 
unemployed could go there to look for 
a job.
By 1913 there were 430 job centres 
(exchanges) in Britain.

National Insurance 
Act, 1911

All workers had to join and paid 
4d (4p) for insurance stamps 
which they stuck on a special 
card.

Employers gave 3d and the 
Government gave 2d for each 
worker in the scheme.

If a worker in the scheme fell 
ill, they got sick pay of 10s per 
week for 13 weeks, then 5s per 
week for a further 13 weeks in 
the year.

Workers in the scheme could 
have free medical care.

Liberal Reforms
Tackling poverty & 

unemployment

Why the Liberals introduced social welfare 
reforms - Higher History - Video - BBC Bitesize

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z83ggk7/video


Key Vocabulary
Passenger liner: A ship that carries
Passengers  course : The route or direction taken by 
something or someone destination The place to which 
someone is going to or being sent.
Iceberg: A large floating lump of ice detached from a 
glacier.
Unsinkable: Unable to be sunk 
Atlantic Ocean: The ocean between North American 
and Europe 
Captain: The person in command of a ship
Tragedy: An event causing great suffering, destruction 
and distress 
Crew: A group of people who work together to operate 
a ship or aircraft 
Class: A system of ordering society based on wealth 
Voyage: journey collide two moving objects hitting 
each other

Background Information 
• Titanic was built by the White Star Line and was the world’s largest 

passenger liner

• Construction of the Titanic started on 31st March 1909. It took over 3 years 

to build.

• Titanic measured 882 feet (269 metres) long and weighed 52,310 tons. 

• In 1911 Titanic was declared practically unsinkable and a marvel of British 

engineering.

• It cost £3.25 million pounds to build Titanic. 

• There were 9 decks on the Titanic and it took crew members up to 14 days 

to learn their way around.

• The maiden voyage began on 10th April 1912 

• The ship was named R.M.S Titanic – this stood for Royal Mail Ship

• A first class ticket cost £875 – a third class ticket cost £5.

• It was a legal requirement of British law that third class passengers could 

not mix with first and second class passengers on Titanic.

Dates / timeline 

14th April: 

11. 11.40pm – Titanic hits iceberg 

15th April:

12. 12.30am – Lifeboats are lowered 

13. 2.10am – Ship’s lights go out

14. 2.17am – Titanic breaks in two

15. 2.19am – Bow begins to sink 

16. 2.24am – Titanic reaches the 

bottom of the ocean

Titanic Facts 
• The Titanic was built between 1909 and 1911.
• It le Southampton on April 10, 1912 and 

headed towards New York It was a luxury 
passenger liner that carried some of the 
world’s richest people as well as others looking 
for a new life in North America

• The Titanic collided with an iceberg and sank 
on April 15, 1912.

• Over 1500 people died because of the sinking. 
• While the Titanic carried over 2200 people, 

there were only enough life boats for around 
1200 of them.

Who was to blame?

• Captain E.J Smith – the captain of the 

ship on its maiden voyage.

• Harland and Wolff – Titanic was built 

at their shipyard in Belfast

• Thomas Andrews’ – was the naval 

architect who designed the Titanic.

• Stanley Lord – was the captain of a 

ship called the Californian. 

• Bruce Ismay – the man in charge of 

the White Star Line – the owners of 

Titanic.

← ← ←  The Victorians               Year 8 Summer Term Knowledge Organiser – The Titanic 1912               World War 1  →→→





Religious Education
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer: 

1. Evil and Suffering 



Religious 
Education





Computer Science
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

1. Networks 
2. Microbits









Spanish
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

1. My family and friends

2. My home and free time
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French
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

1. Holidays















Art
Topics covered from February half term to the end of Academy year.

Summer:

1. Imagined architecture collage
2. Gothic architecture observation
3. Pattern composition
4. Reduction printing
5. Mixed media/relief outcome
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5. Key Vocabulary

• Architecture
• Form
• Design
• Function
• Mixed media
• Collage
• Printing
• Layers
• Reduction
• Space –

positive/negative
• Space – interior/exterior
• Modernist
• Gothic

3. Techniques/skills:
Collage: 

Polyblock
printing:

4. Critical references:

1. Key concepts:
Architecture is the art and science of 
designing and constructing buildings and 
other physical structures. 

It involves the creative and functional 
arrangement of space, materials, and 
forms to meet human needs while 
considering aesthetics, safety, 
sustainability, and cultural values. 
Architecture shapes the built 
environment, influencing how people live, 
work, and interact with the world around 
them.

Zaha Hadid

Sara Bagshaw

Seth Clark

6. Questions to ask yourself
How does the design of building 
enhance our lives?

What makes buildings beautiful? Or 
culturally important?

How can buildings inspire your visual 
outcomes?

Can you explore 3d making 
techniques to develop interesting 
interior and exterior spaces?

Working with a vocabulary of simple 
abstract shapes and lines, Sarah first 
creates the basis of her patterns with 
a variety of basic techniques –
linocut, collage, bits of photographs, 
and painting before editing on 
Photoshop. Building her images up in 
shifting layers of colour results in 
patterns that sometimes appear 
translucent, sometimes solid, but 
always vibrant and bold.

Hadid was known as an architect who 
always pushed the boundaries of 
what architecture and design could 
be. Many of her buildings were 
inspired by curves and lines found in 
nature. In 2004, she became the first 
woman to be given the Pritzker 
Architecture Prize - one of the world's 
leading architecture awards.

Seth Clark’s collages and sculpture focus 
on deteriorating architecture. Clark 
creates his works through a layering 
process of found paper and wood, with 
various mixed media and drawing 
incorporated later to bring definition 
and depth to the materials. The found 
materials add texture and tactility to the 
work.  

2. Exemplar work from this unit

Year 8
Architecture

A technique in which various 
materials or objects, for example 
paper, cloth, or photographs, are 
stuck onto a larger surface.

A type of relief printing using a 
polystyrene plate. Several layers can 
be created to add depth and 
additional colours. Polyblock printing 
can be used to create repeat prints.

A relief is a type of art in which the 
three-dimensional elements are 
raised from a flat base. This creates a 
surface texture and shadows from the 
raised elements. We will use mixed 
media to create relief in this unit.

Relief:

Ian Murphy
Ian Murphy is a contemporary British 
artist celebrated for his exploration of 
architectural form. His work involves 
muted palettes, layered images, textured 
surfaces, exploration of permanence and 
decay and recording of dramatic light 
and shadow.



Performing Arts:Drama
Topics covered during the Year 8 Drama carousel:

Summer

1. Scornbury Manor
2. Projection/tone
3. Soundscapes
4. Improvisation
5. Atmosphere/tension
6. Staying in character
7. Drama Techniques (advanced)
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3. Performance Techniques –
1. Tableaux – When you 

highlight something 
significant in a scene through 
acting skills.

2. Thought-Track – When you 
speak your characters 
thoughts/feelings out loud 
to an audience.

3. Soundscape – A series of 
sounds created by actors 
that create a setting or 
suggest a scene. 

4. Choral Speech – A group of 
performers say lines at the 
same time.

5. Flashback – scenes that 
show the past - seconds, 
minutes, days or years 
before a dramatic 
moment.

6. Flashforward – scenes 
where the action jumps 
ahead to the future of the 
narrative.

7. Proxemics – The space 
between characters on stage 
that shows their 
relationship.

Subject: PERFORMING ARTS – DRAMA YEAR 8 Topic: SCORNBURY MANOR

1. Acting Skills – Physical

Body 
Language

How an actor uses their 
body to communicate 
meaning. For example, 
crossing your arms could 
mean you are fed up.

Facial 
Expressions

A form of non-verbal 
communication that 
expresses the way you are 
feeling, using your face.

Gestures A movement of part of the 
body, especially a hand or 
the head, to express an 
emotion or meaning.

Posture The position .an actor 
holds their body when 
sitting or standing. For 
example, an upright 
posture

Gait The way an actor walks.

Stance The way you position 
yourself when standing to 
communicate your role. 
An elderly person would 
have a different stance to 
a child. 

2. Acting Skills – Voice

Projection Ensuring your voice is loud 
and clear for the audience to 
hear.

Volume How loudly or quietly you 
say something 
(Shouting/Whispering)

Tone The way you say something 
in order to communicate 
emotions (Eg, Angry, 
worried, shocked)

Pace The speed of what you say.

Pitch How high or low your voice 
is.

Pause Moments of pause can 
create tension or show that 
you are thinking.

Accent Use of an accent tells the 
audience where the 
character is from.

Emphasis Changing the way a word or 
part of a sentence is said, to 
emphasise it/make it stand 
out. Example – “How could 
YOU do that?” Or “How 
could you do THAT?”

4. Production Disciplines –

Costume Design

Marketing 

Set Design



6. Key characters –
Mr/Master Scornbury
Miss Henson
Miss Green 
Witch 

5. Overview of Topic
You will develop an understanding of 
the horror genre. You will be able to 
explore your creativity, inventiveness 
and imagination using performance 
techniques and creating characters 
exploring a haunted house. 



Performing Arts: Music
Topics covered during the Year 8 Music carousel.

Summer:

1. World Music
2. Reggae
3. Blues
4. Latin/Samba
5. Indian
6. Music features
7. Themes and Variations
8. Listening and music analysis
9. Introduction to Logic
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Physical Education
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

1. Striking and Fielding
2. Athletics
3. Rounders
4. Cricket

65
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Design 
Technology

Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

1. Mechanical Systems
2. Industry & Enterprise









Personal 
Development




