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Subjects
Key Stage 3 (Y7-9):
English
Maths
Science
Geography
History
Religious Education
French
Spanish
Physical Education
Computer Science
Art
Performing Arts
Design Technology
Personal Development

Key Stage 4 (Y10-11):

English
Maths
Art
Business Studies
Religious Education
Food Science
French
Spanish
Geography
Health & Social Care
Combined Science
Triple Science: Biology, 
Chemistry & Physics

History
Computer Science
Design Technology
Sports Studies
Performing Arts
Psychology
DIT
GCSE PE
Photography
Sociology
Personal 
Development
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What are knowledge organisers?

For students to succeed in a particular area, they must have a foundation of factual knowledge, understand those 
facts in the context of a conceptual framework and organise knowledge in order to facilitate retrieval and application. 
We can see knowledge organisers as a way to enable this, in a much more systematic way than traditional revision 
guides and textbooks.

There are many arguments made for the necessity of the memorisation of important knowledge. Our working 
memory capacity is limited, so by storing more in our long-term memory, we can free up working memory capacity.

Knowledge organisers are a summary of the key facts and essential knowledge that pupils need about a unit of work 
or a curriculum subject.  Each page contains the essential information broken down into easily digestible chunks.  Each 
single side of A4 is important to focus the minds of the teachers creating them so they only include what’s crucial. 

Pupils will review, revise and quiz themselves using their knowledge organisers. 
Knowledge organisers are a really clear and easy to understand way for parents to be more aware of what their 
children are learning at school and thus to support them whilst they revise/test themselves at home.
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How to use your Knowledge Organiser?

What is a Knowledge Organiser and how will it help me ?
It is an organised collection of knowledge that you need to know and learn for every topic you study in every subject. It will 
help you to be successful in your tests and exams. 
Your teacher will use the knowledge organiser in your lessons. They will ask you to refer to various sections - they might talk 
this through and/or ask you to make key notes in your books or to highlight certain sections on your knowledge organiser. 
Your teacher will set homework, where you will be asked to learn key knowledge from your knowledge organiser - you will 
then be tested in lessons regularly via short quizzes. 

Do I have to bring my Knowledge Organiser every day ? 
Yes, you do. It is one of our key expectations that you bring your knowledge organiser to every lesson, every day in your 
special Knowledge Organiser bag. Your Form Tutor will check this every morning.

Is there anything I could use to support me when using my knowledge organiser ? 
Some people find post it’s handy to stick onto their knowledge organiser pages - these are useful for extra notes. Small white 
revision/flash cards are helpful so you can write key facts down. These can then be placed up around the house to help your 
revision. 

How should I use my Knowledge Organiser to help me learn ? 
There are lots of ways to use your knowledge organiser - the key to success is to find what works for you. The table below 
shows you some different ways to use them. 4
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What can be found in knowledge 
organisers?

Some of the core knowledge you can find in your knowledge organiser includes: 

• key vocabulary / terminology (tier 3 vocabulary)
• key knowledge that students will require to have memorised for the subject
• key places and people
• useful diagrams (as required for the topic)
• key dates for a subject like history (e.g. when the two World Wars were) would clearly 

also be included
• key information they should know before starting the topic
• important quotes (that demonstrate those themes)
• important equations
• key academic language (tier 2 vocabulary)
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Learn, Cover, Write, Correct

the page

red
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Practice makes Permanent
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The Essential Steps for ‘Revising’

Limit distractions Find a nice 

space to revise 

in

Create and use 

a revision 

timetable. No 

cramming.

Set an alarm and 

start early

Work in intensive 

blocks of time (25 

mins works well)

The more you put 

in, the more you 

get out

Get plenty of 

sleep

Eat well Ask your teachers 

for help



Mathematics
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

10

Sum 1:

1. Enlargement and 
similarity 

2. Solving ratio and 
proportion problems 

3. Rates

Sum 2:

4. Probability
5. Algebraic representation
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Maths: Topic 1:  Enlargement and Similarity



Maths: Topic 2:  Solving ratio and Proportion 
problems  



Maths: Topic 3:  Rates 



Maths: Topic 4:  Probability  



Maths: Topic 5:  Algebraic representation  



English
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer: Macbeth 'cold read'

In this unit you will be taught the plot, context, themes and 
key ideas in Shakespeare's famous tragedy 'Macbeth'.

This is a key GCSE text for your exams in Year 10 and 11.
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English
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Science
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

1. Cells 
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Cells knowledge organiser
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Geography
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

- Oceania 
(Australia and New Zealand)
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Year 9 
Units covered: Oceania

Half-term targets:
• Can I describe the location of Australia and New Zealand?
• Can I list different types of migration?
• Can I explain the different aspects of Māori culture?
• Can I describe the various threats to the Great Barrier Reef?
• Can I explain the various methods of protecting the coral reef?
• Can I correctly explain which communities are indigenous to Australia and New Zealand?
• Can I explain the different opinions of stakeholders in climbing Uluru?
• Can I explain how erosion creates different landforms across Australia?

Key concepts:
Change                  Risk
Tectonics              Climate
Culture                  Migration

Key definitions:
• Sustainability - An integrated approach to an action that considers 

environmental and economic implications of the present and the 
future.

• Migration- Moving from one place to another
• Culture- encompasses the shared beliefs, values, customs, behaviors, 

and artifacts of a group of people, shaping their way of life and 
distinguishing them from others

• Tectonics- Large scale processes affecting the structure of the earth’s 
crust

• Risk- A situation involving exposure to danger
• Change- To alter or modify over time through a range of processes

Example exam questions:
1. Describe the location of Australia
2. State 2 push and 2 pull factors of migration in Australia
3. Discuss Māori culture and compare it to Australian culture
4. Discuss the impacts and responses to an earthquake case study 

you have studied
5. Define the term coral reef
6. Suggest how coral reefs can be protected from their threats
7. Describe the formation of waterfalls in New Zealand



History
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

1. Civil rights movement

2. Ancient Medicine
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History
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Religious Education
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer: 

- Medical Ethics 
- Relationships and Families 
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Religious 
Education
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Relationships & familiesContraception

Homosexual relationships

“Mutual respect for and tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs and for those without faith”

Sexual relationships

Marriage & divorce

Families

Gender equality

Artificial – man made e.g. condom 
Natural – a type of practice or behaviour aimed at 
preventing pregnancy e.g. NFP (natural family 
planning)

Christianity teaches that sex should be open to the 
possibility of procreation. Therefore, by using 
contraception, you are preventing procreation 
from happening.  The Roman Catholic Church 

teaches that the use of contraception is a sin.  The 
Church of England teaches that sex should open to 
procreation, however, it accepts that sex is also an 

expression of love and promotes responsible 
parenthood.  Therefore, the use of contraception 
is encouraged if you cannot properly look after an 
raise a child.  You should wait until you’re ready.  

Islam teaches that children are a blessing from 
God, if a couple wishes to have them. Muhammad 

taught that parents should only have as many 
children as they can properly look after –

responsible parenthood. So Muslims can and 
should use contraception.  

Roman Catholics believe that sex should have 2 purposes: to UNITE a couple in married love and to 
CREATE new life. Pre-marital sex is a sin, as is masturbation (as it cannot lead to procreation).  

Some other Christians accept sex before marriage in a committed and loving relationship, as it is an 
expression of love.  The Bible says “Do not commit adultery”, so having sex with someone other than 

your marriage partner is committing a sin.  

Islam teaches that it is a religious duty to marry & have children.  Every person should be a virgin 
before marriage, and observe chastity before and during marriage.  

For some Christians, homosexual sex is thought to be unnatural and cannot lead to 
pregnancy, so it is a sin and it is wrong.  In places, the Bible also says it is wrong for a 

man to sleep with another man, which has also been used to show that homosexuality 
is wrong.  

The Qur’an sets out specific punishments for those who have homosexual 
relationships.  It calls these people fornicators, and punishment is severe e.g. flogging 

or execution.

• Nuclear – mum & dad + children
• Extended – Nuclear family + other relatives
• Single-parent – mum or dad + children
• Polygamy – illegal in the UK.  Man + more than 1 

wife
Many people would argue that the best place for 
raising children is within a family environment/  

Religious families also provide a basis for a religious 
upbringing, enabling parents to educate their child in 

a faith.

Traditionally, men have held positions of authority in most religions.  However, there is a debate 
about what the role of women should be.  In the RC Church women cannot become priests.  Many 

argue this because: Jesus had male disciples; Jesus chose a man to lead his Church after his ascension 
(Peter); A woman cannot completely represent Christ during the Eucharist.  In the C of E women can 

become both vicars and bishops.  
Some of the earliest converts to Christianity were women, for example Priscilla at Ephesus.

“There is neither Jew nor gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and females, for you are 
all one in Christ” (Galatians 3:28)

“So God created mankind in His own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female 
he created them” (Genesis 1:27)

Marriage is a sacrament in some 
Christian traditions; it brings a 

blessing from god.  In marriage, a 
couple promise to each other 

through vows/promises, to be good 
to each other, to be faithful, to love 

and cherish each other, until the 
marriage is ended by death.  The 

rings represent the eternal bond the 
couple are entering into, in front of 

God.  

For RC Christians, divorce is always 
wrong.  Marriage is a sacrament 

which cannot be broken.  The vows 
state “until death do us part” and 

these promises are binding.  

It is possible to have an annulment, 
which is where the marriage is set 

aside, as if it were never real.  

For most other Christians, divorce is 
discouraged but acceptable as a last 
resort.  It is sometimes the lesser of 
two evils, and also a necessary evil.

Christianity teaches:
• God hates divorce (OT)
• “Whoever divorces… then 

marries another; it as if he 
committed adultery” (Jesus)

• We should forgive those who 
wrong us and show love to all 
(Jesus)



Computer Science
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

- Data Representation and External Influences
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Spanish

42

Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

- My family and friends 

- My free time
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French
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Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

- Festivals and celebrations
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Art
Topics covered from February half term to end of academy year.

Summer

1. Alternative drawing techniques – continuous line
2. Gridded portrait
3. Observation in pencil
4. Artist study – Mark Powell and Agnes Cecile
5. Biro mark making
6. Watercolour application
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Art
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5. Key Vocabulary

• portraiture
• proportion
• symmetry
• angle
• viewpoint
• scale
• blending
• mark making
• personal
• symbolism
• identity
• personality
• narrative
• silhouette
• expressive

3. Techniques/skills:
Continuous line: 

Grid portrait:

4. Critical references:

1. Key concepts:
Portraiture – depiction of a person, 
usually face, head and shoulders. Students 
will explore recording the head and facial 
features at new angles and in new media.

Personal response – students will create 
work which has personal meaning to 
them. This is an important way of working 
for GCSE Art.

Hero – someone that inspires you, that 
you admire, someone who has achieved 
impressive things and made a difference 
to the world.

Mark Powell

Agnes Cecile

6. Questions to ask yourself
What makes a portrait 
engaging to look at?

What can we learn about the sitter 
and artist from a portrait?

How does viewpoint affect the 
position and scale of facial features?

How can you use visual language to 
express the identity or personality of 
the sitter?

Silvia Pelissero, a painter best known 
as Agnes Cecile, was born in Rome, 
Italy. She has become a successful self-
taught artist known for her layered, 
gorgeous watercolor work. Agnes 
Cecile creates rich, emotional human 
portraits using humble images coupled 
with abstract color and detail.

Mark Powell is a British artist 
renowned for his detailed pen 
drawings created on vintage materials 
such as old maps, envelopes, and 
antique documents. Using a simple 
biro (ballpoint pen), Powell creates 
highly realistic portraits and scenes, 
often focusing on aged faces and 
expressive features.

2. Exemplar work from this unit

Year 9: Heroes
An alternative line drawing 
technique where the pen is not 
lifted off the page at all. Creates a 
fluid expressive drawing style. This 
example is by artist  Ruth Allen.

Watercolour paints can be activated 
with water and easily blended 
together. Can create expressive and 
accidental effects. Can be combined 
with other media such as salt, 
clingfilm and bleach to create effects. 

Biro pens are a highly adaptable media 
to work with. They can record fine detail 
and tonal observation and can be used 
on top of many surfaces. Style of marks 
can be varied to create different 
expressions.

Watercolour:

Frida Kahlo

Frida Kahlo’s portrait work is known 
for its deeply personal and symbolic 
nature. She painted numerous self-
portraits that feature surreal and folk-
art elements, using bold colors and 
symbolic imagery. Her work 
frequently includes references to 
Mexican culture, nature, and her own 
experiences with illness and trauma.

Angled viewpoint: Loomis method

Loui Jover

A grid can be used to support 
accurate scale and proportions when 
recording a challenging image. The 
grid makes it easier to position each 
feature and judge spaces.

Biro:

Loomis method 
of drawing 
angled heads.  

Practice drawing 
heads from a 
range of 
viewpoints.

Loui Jover is an Australian artist known 
for his expressive ink drawings on vintage 
book pages. His work often features 
silhouette portraits, particularly of 
women, created using bold black ink 
lines. Jover’s art blends emotion and 
nostalgia, with themes of love, longing, 
and melancholy.



Performing Arts: 
Music 

Topics covered during Year 9 Music carousel.

Summer

1. Film Music
2. Leitmotif
3. Soundtracks
4. Responding to a stimulus/brief
5. Compositional techniques
6. Sound effects/Mickey Mousing
7. Storyboard planning
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Performing Arts: 
Drama

Topics covered during Year 9 Drama carousel.

Summer

1. Team building
2. Staying in character (revisit)
3. Theatre types
4. Theatre of cruelty
5. Epic theatre
6. Naturalism
7. Use of props and space
8. Stimulus workshops
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Subject: PERFORMING ARTS – DRAMA YEAR 9 Topic: DEVISING

Acting Skills

Body Language How an actor uses their body to communicate 
meaning. For example, crossing your arms could 
mean you are fed up.

Facial Expressions A form of non-verbal communication that 
expresses the way you are feeling, using your 
face.

Gestures A movement of part of the body, especially a 
hand or the head, to express an emotion or 
meaning.

Posture The position .an actor holds their body when 
sitting or standing. For example, an upright 
posture

Gait The way an actor walks.

Stance The way you position yourself when standing to 
communicate your role. An elderly person would 
have a different stance to a child. 

Tone The way you say something in order to 
communicate emotions (Eg, Angry, worried, 
shocked)

Pause Moments of pause can create tension or show 
that you are thinking.

Emphasis Changing the way a word or part of a sentence is 
said, to emphasise it/make it stand out. Example 
– “How could YOU do that?” Or “How could you 
do THAT?”

Devised Drama
For this type of drama, there is no script needed. You are given a stimulus, and you will need to create a performance based on the themes. 

Stage Types – Stage types can have impact on whether the 
performance’s intentions are met at the end of the show. If audiences 
are close to the action, this creates an intimate atmosphere that 
enables sympathy and empathy for the characters. It is always best to 
consider advantages and disadvantages of each stage type before 
choosing. 

Proscenium Arch Thrust

End-On

Traverse

In-the-round

What is a stimulus?
A stimulus is a starting point which can be 

either a photo, object, painting, song, 
poem, or book etc. A stimulus can pretty 

much be anything as long as it is what 
you want the performance to be based 

on.

Performance Techniques –
1. Tableaux – When you highlight 

something significant in a scene 
through acting skills.

2. Thought-Track – When you speak your 
characters thoughts/feelings out loud 
to an audience.

3. Soundscape – A series of sounds 
created by actors that create a setting 
or suggest a scene. 

4. Choral Speech – A group of 
performers say lines at the same time.

5. Flashback – scenes that show the past 
- seconds, minutes, days or years 
before a dramatic moment.

6. Flashforward – scenes where the 
action jumps ahead to the future of 
the narrative.

7. Proxemics – The space between 
characters on stage that shows their 
relationship.
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Physical Education
Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

- Athletics

- Rounders

- Cricket
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Physical 
Education

65



66



67



68



Design 
Technology

69

Topics covered from the beginning of the academy year to the end of this 
half-term.

Summer:

- Materials
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Personal 
Development
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