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Year 9 Guided
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- Choices
24-25

Virtual Options Evening

Year 9 Team: Ms Ives & Mr Daley
SLT: Mr Stephens & Mr Afzal
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What happens next?

%

Tuesday 11t November 2024

WB: 25.11.24 & 02.12.24

Thursday 6t February 2025

March/April

June/July

e Y9 Virtual Options Evening
e KS4 Options Form shared

e YO PC1 Testing Window

e Y9 Parents Evening 4-7pm / Options Fair
e Recommended KS4 Options Form Submission

e Final Deadline to submit KS4 Options Form

e Follow-up advice and guidance interview for
some students

e Confirmation of option choices selected

e 2025-26 student timetables published
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“=  How Do | Make My Choices? i

* Complete the MS Form using the QR code
or link: Key Stag,
https://forms.office.com/e/nhQQblpylt St

* You can change your choice of subjects by <o, =
submitting another MS form.

A s OMplee . 20
eqUIred € this 1,

* The final deadline to submit your final MS = ...~
form is Thursday 6" February 2025 0 0

&
=,



https://forms.office.com/e/nhQQb1py1t

o 88 Head of Department Contacts

* English — Ms Khatun — mkhattun@corearena.academy

* Maths — Ms Blackwood — kblackwood@corearena.academy

e Science — Mr Levy — clevy@corearena.academy

* Geography — Ms Laurent — jlaurent@corearena.academy

* History — Mr Hart — dhart@corearena.academy

* MFL — Dr Savage — dsavage@corearena.academy

* Computer Science — Mr Karra - jkarra@corearena.academy

* Business Studies — Ms Bains - habains@corearena.academy

* P.E. & Health — Ms Allen — shallen@corearena.academy

* Creative Arts - Ms Freeman — Ifreeman@corearena.academy

* Design Technology — Mr Afzal - safzal@corearena.academy
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Keys to Success
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c C
Re o To provide an enjoyable, creative, and challenging education that inspires our champions to equip
n E |
L g themselves with the keys to success - open doors to a successful career and rewarding life
e \ 4 ) 4
0 Collaboration Opportunity Respect Excellence
-
© We succeed by We 'develop by We care by We achieve by
> working as a team taking on new respecting and giving 100% in

challenges looking after each
other

everything we do
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How to make the right
decision

Wh ICh U bjECtS DO research what subjects you

need for certain careers
are best for

YOU? DO choose subjects you enjoy
doing

DO find out about subjects that

are new to you — e.g sociology,
psychology, business
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How to make the right decision

. . DO NOT choose a subject because
Wh ICh >U bJECtS your friend is doing it
are best for

YO U ? DO NOT choose a subject that you
have no interest in

DO NOT choose a subject that you know

you do not have any skills in at all




English (Language & Literature): 5 periods a week

Mathematics: 4 periods a week

Cveryone’s
imetable will
contain

1 hour of Personal Development

1 hour of PE




All students
must choose 3

option subjects

In Key Stage 4
(Y10 & 11)

History or

3 hours Geography
Various

3 hours Subjects

3 hours Various

Subjects




EBacc Subjects
English Mathematics

e What is the e[
‘English Baccalaureate’ (Ebacc)? [“sewe | rren

* The EBacc is made up of the subjects which are considered essential to many

degrees and open up lots of doors.

e UCL Institute of Education research shows that studying subjects included in the

Ebacc provides students with greater opportunities in further education and
increases the likelihood that a student will stay on in full-time education.

e Sutton Trust research reveals that studying the Ebacc can help improve a student

performance in English and Maths.

* The government’s ambition is to see 90% of students studying the Ebacc subject

combination at GCSE by 2025.
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How do you qualify for the

‘English Baccalaureate’ (Ebacc)?

 Studying the EBacc subjects is not compulsory, but it is highly recommended.

English
%
(2 GCSEs)

{

English
language

|

and

{

English
literature

|

Maths }

Science
+
(2 or 3 GCSEs)
-

Core and .

additional or
double/combined

science

9 ¥,
or

- E:

3 out of biology,

chemistry, physics
& computer
science

{

A modern
language

|

or

X 4

{

An ancient
language

J

Languages
+ +
(1 GCSE)

—[ History ]

or

{ Geography }
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= All Students should be aiming for a minimum
Grade 5 / L2 Merit

Grade 9 is a high A*. Old GCSE
Grade 8 is low A* or high A. Grading Level 2 / Distinction* (L2D*) 8.5
Grade 7 Is a low or mid A. A Level 2 / Distinction (L2D) 7
Grade 6 is a high B. A _
- Grade 5 is a low B or high C. This is Level 2 / Merit (L2W) >3
5 the minimum grade for a ‘good pass’. B Level 2 / Pass (L2P) 4
_ Grade 4 is a low or mid C. C Level 1 / Distinction (L1D) 3
3 Grade 3 is a D or high E. D Level 1/ Merit (L1M) 2
2 Grade 2 is a low E or high F. E TR P
1 Grade 1 is a low F or G. F, G e ass (H10) '




My teachers have told me that | would excel in this subject
at KS4

| enjoy studying this subject

Good | have researched this subject at KS4 and know | would enjoy
Reasons it

Reasons | have not studied this subject before, but | have researched

to choose
an option
subject

it and spoken to the KS4 teacher
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Option Blocks

Subjects you can choose

Health & Social Care
Sports Studies
GCSE PE
Photography
Dance
Spanish

1 2 3
Triple Science Triple Science
French French
Computer Science Computer Science
Business Studies Business Studies
Art Art
Music Music
Drama Drama
Food Studies Food Studies
History Psychology Psychology
Geography Sociology Sociology
Religious Education Religious Education
DT DT
Digital IT Digital IT

Health & Social Care
Sports Studies
GCSE PE
Photography
Dance
Spanish




Subjects you can choose

Option Blocks

1 2 3
Triple Science Triple Science
French French
Computer Science Computer Science
Business Studies Business Studies
Art Art
Music Music
Drama Drama
Food Studies Food Studies
History Psychology Psychology
Sociology Sociology
Religious Education Religious Education
DT DT
Digital IT Digital IT

Health & Social Care

Photography
Dance
Spanish

Health & Social Care

Spanish
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Some subject combinations are not permitted

NB: Subjects not permitted:
* GCSE Art, Craft & Design and GCSE Art & Design Textiles

e GCSE Business and Enterprise & Marketing Cambridge Nationals.
* GCSE PE and Sports Studies Cambridge Nationals.

e GCSE Drama and Dance (Performing Arts) BTEC.
* GCSE Computer Science and Digital Information Technology BTEC
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Subjects you can choose

Option Blocks

1 2 3
Triple Science Triple Science
French French
Computer Science
Business Studies BUSTe aies
Art Art
Music Music
Drama Drama
Food Studies Food Studies
History Psychology Psychology
Sociology Sociology
Religious Education Religious Education
DT
Digital IT
Health & Social Care
Sports Studies Sports Studies
GCSE PE GCSE PE
Photography Photography
Dance Dance

Spanish Spanish
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Option Blocks

Subjects you can choose

Geography

Computer Science
Business Studies
Art
Music
Drama
Food Studies
Psychology
Sociology
Religious Education
DT
Digital IT
Health & Social Care
Sports Studies
GCSE PE
Photography

1 2 3
Triple Science Triple Science
French renc

Computer Science
Business Studies
Art
Music
Drama
Food Studies
Psychology
Sociology
Religious Education
DT
Digital IT
Health & Social Care
Sports Studies
GCSE PE
Photography
Dance
Spanish

Only possible if enough students select a subject
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Subjects you can choose

Option Blocks

1

2

Geography

3

Triple Science

Computer Science
Business Studies
Art
Music
Drama
Food Studies
Psychology
Sociology
Religious Education
DT
Digital IT
Health & Social Care
Sports Studies
GCSE PE
Photography
Dance
Spanish

Triple Science
French
Computer Science
Business Studies
Art
Music
Drama
Food Studies
Psychology
Sociology
Religious Education
DT
Digital IT
Health & Social Care
Sports Studies
GCSE PE
Photography

o
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More Details
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What subjects have students already selected?

Please select 3 additional courses that you are most likely to choose:

If there are insufficient numbers for a specific

-, Subject, then that subject can not be offered.

6C

50

40

-

=¥

'_'

1

C

-
-
|
-
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Geography or History

At this stage which of these subjects are you more likely going to choose?

Maore Details

o 55
o 85
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Go gle arena academy X S & Q

Images Maps Videos Reviews News Term dates Staff list Uniform Past pa

About 418,000,000 results (0.54 seconds)

$ Arena Academy
https://www.corearena.academy 3

Arena Academy @

At Arena Academy, we believe in the power of education to inspire, to enable, and to enrich
every life.

Term Dates and Inset Days @

Annual Term Dates and Inset Days at the Academy.

Contact @

General enquiries - Option 1: Student attendance and ...

Our Academy @

Arena Academy is a school of opportunity, where students ...
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YEAR 11 EXAMINATIONS

YEAR 11 MATHS REVISION

T o :‘g“’& LANGUAGE
z <
AN
OUR ACADEMY - w ADMISSIONS -
ARENA
ACADEMY
CURRICULUM EXAMINATION SKILLS
TEACHING & LEARNING GCSEPOD
ASSESSMENTS HOMEWORK

KEY STAGE 4 PATHWAYS

YEAR 9 GUIDED CHOICES

YEAR 10 EXAMINATIONS READING
YEAR 9 EXAMINATIONS CAREERS
YEAR 8 EXAMINATIONS CORE HELLO

YEAR 7 EXAMINATIONS

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS

TERAK 7 VIFIIVINO PFPRVGWVLVY
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GUIDED CHOICES

Year 9 is an extremely important year for students as it is when they make their
Guided Choices. They are deciding which subjects they would like to carry on
studying at GCSE. This is an information page for year 9 students — and parents of
those students — who are about to decide on their 1ext stages at Arena Academy.

Deciding on which subjects to chose to study at Key Stage 4 is never easy, so we
have put together a number of guides on how to choose those subjects, including
presentations from the the different option subjects to help you decide.

Mathematics, English and Science are compulsory for all students. Students must
then choose one of either History or Geography. The remaining subjects are their
options. Below are the presentations that were shown to year 9 students during the
Autumn term to help to guide their choices:

< HISTORY - GUIDED < COMPUTING DIT
CHOICES BUSINESS - GUIDED
CHOICES
< FRENCH - GUIDED L DESIGN &

Fad " a1l ad 44 Ll Tad "I Va1 a4 N0



N2
% . e
AN

[«
[«

HISTORY - GUIDED COMPUTING DIT
CHOICES BUSINESS - GUIDED
CHOICES

[«
[«

FRENCH - GUIDED DESIGN &
CHOICES TECHNOLOGY -
GUIDED CHOICES

< ART & DESIGN - < PHOTOGRAPHY -
GUIDED CHOICES GUIDED CHOICES

< HEALTH AND SOCIAL < PE - GUIDED CHOICES
CARE - GUIDED
CHOICES

< RELIGIOUS < SOCIOLOGY - GUIDED
EDUCATION - GUIDED CHOICES
CHOICES

< GEOGRAPHY - < PSYCHOLOGY GUIDED

GUIDED CHOICES CHOICES
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T o < HISTORY - GUIDED COMPUTING DIT
CHOICES BUSINESS - GUIDED
CHOICES

[«

[«

DESIGN &

<~ FRENCH - GUIDEL
CHOICES TECHNOLOGY -

GUIDED CHOICES

< ART & DESIGN - < PHOTOGRAPHY -
GUIDED CHOICES GUIDED CHOICES

< HEALTH AND SOCIAL < PE - GUIDED CHOICES
CARE - GUIDED
CHOICES

< RELIGIOUS < SOCIOLOGY - GUIDED
EDUCATION - GUIDED CHOICES
CHOICES

< GEOGRAPHY - < PSYCHOLOGY GUIDED

GUIDED CHOICES CHOICES



Theme 1

Family and friends

Technology
Free-time

Customs and festivals

Theme 2
Home, town and region
Social issues
Global issues

Travel and tourism

Theme 3
My studies
Life at school
Education post-16

Jobs and careers




Paper 1

Listening exam

35 min (F) / 45 min (H)

Questions in English

and in TL (Target
Language, e.g. French)

| Paper 2
Speaking exam
7-9 mins (F) / 10-12 mins (H)

Role-play (2 mins F & H)

Photo card (2 mins F / 3
mins H)

General conversation (3-5

mins F / 5-7 mins H)

Paper 3

Reading exam

45 mins (F) / 60 mins (H)
Questions in English
Questions in TL

Translation into English

Paper 4

Writing exam

60 mins (F) / 75 mins (H)
Photo task (F)

40 words task (F)

90 words task (F & H)
150 words task (H)

Translation into TL (F & H)




Why choose French?

* Alanguage is included in the Ebaac (a list

Depertment of subjects recommended by the

e Department of Education) and sought after
by prestigious universities.

cunvesor fll © Alanguage gives you a competitive edge in
the workplace whatever your level.




AV arena Careers Advice:
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There are many resources available that provide careers information. We have
signposted a few websites that are a good place to start.

~ NATIONAL CAREERS ~ SCOPE
SERVICE
~ CAREER PILOT ~ PROSPECTS

7 UCAS CAREERS
ADVICE
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//A\\ AGhDRIAY I‘ OUId Explore careers Buzz Quiz Teaching resources About us!

Career ideas and information for your future

Explore

Take a closer look at selected subjects and issues, with a selection of videos, guides and advice.

Featured Job type Subject Theme Advice and guides

Featured stories

What is networking and Internal Communications Business Development

Bt aid: e bn 2k Bnmxlas 22 i Els amns g s ann nih ks B T By gy



W

[
4 - -
NS ARENA I‘ ou Explore careers Buzz Quiz Teaching resources About us Q

Career ideas and information for your future @@

Explore

2

QW

Take a closer look at selected subjects and issues, with a selection of videos, guides and advice.

Featured Job type Subject Thenr

Found 1 results for "dentist"

Dentist
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Dentist Share @ @ Pri
NHS England

Career advice on becoming a dentist

Watch on 3 Youlube

o Issues viewing the video?
Show transcript

1‘ Video accessibility options
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Re o To provide an enjoyable, creative, and challenging education that inspires our champions to equip
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L g themselves with the keys to success - open doors to a successful career and rewarding life
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0 Collaboration Opportunity Respect Excellence
-
© We succeed by We 'develop by We care by We achieve by
> working as a team taking on new respecting and giving 100% in

challenges looking after each
other

everything we do
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What are the
4 different options
& available to you
& after your
J GCSE’s?
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What are my options?

Vocational pathway Academic pathway Occupational pathways

BTEC; CTEC; Applied A Levels Traineeship
General; * Five GCSEs 9*-5 * 6 weeks to 6 months
T Levels e 2years * Entry level
* Entry at various * Three to four
levels subjects Apprenticeship
* Lasts 1 or2years * Exam focus * 1lor2years
* Focus on a sector e A paidjob with
*  Coursework focus training
* Some exams e Qualification
*  Work experience achieved

Can sometimes be combined

Training Employer

provider

e

WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS?
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Higher Education
HNC & HND
Degree

Min 5 GCSEs
at Grade 9-4
Level 3 quals
BTEC National
A Levels
Min 3 GCSEs at T-levels
Grade 3 Advanced /

Higher & Degree
Apprenticeship

Level 2 qual Apprenticeship
BTEC First

Intermediate

Apprenticeship

Entry level
Level One




WHAT ARE M

Keys to Success
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BTECs

« Combine practical learning with subject and theory content

« Designed for young people interested in a particular sector or
iIndustry but who are not yet sure what job they would like to do.

« Can study a BTEC as a stand-alone course or alongside
another academic qualifications e.g. A Levels

 Can study for a BTEC First (like GCSEs) or BTEC National at
Level 3 (similar standard to A levels)

 There are over 2,000 BTEC qualifications across 16 sectors

* You will need to check with your local FE / Sixth Form College
as to which ones they offer.

WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS?
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T-levels

\
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 Equivalent to 3 A Levels
 Last 2 years and combines classroom learning with on-the-job
experience
* Includes a work placement that lasts at least 45 days
e  From Autumn 2022 T Levels will be available in;
Healthcare; Accounting and Finance; Engineering; Management and
Administration; Digital Business Services; Education Childcare;
Digital Production; Onsite Construction
*  You will need to check with your local FE College / Training Provider as
to which ones they will be offering

WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS?
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A-levels

e  Study full time in Sixth Form or FE College

e Usually study 3 to 4 subjects

e Study for 2 years with exams at the end

 There are around 80 different subjects you can study BUT check with
the school/college as to what they offer

* You will need at least 5 GCSE’s grades 9 to 5 BUT again need to check
with the school/college for entry criteria

e After A levels you can progress to University or to an Advanced, Higher
or Degree Apprenticeship

WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS?
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Traineeships

 Atraining programme with work experience

 Can last from 6 weeks to 6 months

* ltisatraining programme and not a job, so unpaid

* Receive training to prepare you for work, including CV writing and
what to expect in the workplace

* Support to improve your English, Maths and Digital Skills if you need it

* Sector focused vocational learning to help prepare you for an
apprenticeship or job

WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS?
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Apprenticeships

N
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 Afulltimejob

e Paid

* Training provided free of charge

 Spend 20% of your time away from your desk studying for a
qualification and receiving training (i.e. one day a week)

* Different levels depending on what you achieve at GCSE

* Progression routes to higher levels

 Apply to the employer for an Apprenticeship

WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS?
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Apprenticeship Levels
m

1 year 1 year 2 — 5 years * 4years+
minimum minimum  Equivalentto * Equivalent to

* Equivalent to * Equivalent to first stage of a a degree
GCSEs A Levels degree

Entry with GCSEs at different grades Entry with A Levels, BTEC National, T Level

WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS?



What happens next?

e Y9 Virtual Options Evening
Tuesday 11" November 2024 ,
e KS4 Options Form shared

WB: 25.11.24 & 02.12.24 e Y9 PC1 Testing Window

e Y9 Parents Evening 4-7pm / Options Fair
e Recommended KS4 Options Form Submission

Ao BV AR H2l 6T e anepisl e Final Deadline to submit KS4 Options Form

e Follow-up advice and guidance interview for

March/April some students

e Confirmation of option choices selected
e 2025-26 student timetables published

June/July




o 88 Head of Department Contacts

* English — Ms Khatun — mkhattun@corearena.academy

* Maths — Ms Blackwood — kblackwood@corearena.academy

e Science — Mr Levy — clevy@corearena.academy

* Geography — Ms Laurent — jlaurent@corearena.academy

* History — Mr Hart — dhart@corearena.academy

* MFL — Dr Savage — dsavage@corearena.academy

* Computer Science — Mr Karra - jkarra@corearena.academy

* Business Studies — Ms Bains - habains@corearena.academy

* P.E. & Health — Ms Allen — shallen@corearena.academy

* Creative Arts - Ms Freeman — Ifreeman@corearena.academy

* Design Technology — Mr Afzal - safzal@corearena.academy



mailto:mkhattun@corearena.academy
mailto:kblackwood@corearena.academy
mailto:clevy@corearena.academy
mailto:jlaurent@corearena.academy
mailto:dhart@corearena.academy
mailto:dsavage@corearena.academy
mailto:jkarra@corearena.academy
mailto:%E2%80%93habains@corearena.academy
mailto:shallen@corearena.academy
mailto:lfreeman@corearena.academy
mailto:safzal@corearena.academy

M\\\“’kﬁ LANGUAGE Q CONTACT

;
-
2N
OUR ACADEMY CURRICULUM ADMISSIONS SCI
ARENA
CURRICULUM EXAMINATION SKILLS
TEACHING & LEARNING GCSEPOD
ASSESSMENTS HOMEWORK
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YEAR 8 EXAMINATIONS CORE HELLO
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Organiser Booklet

Year 9
2024-25
2nd Half-Term (AUT 2)
Collaboration Opportunity Excellence

DELIVERING A CORE EDUCATION
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Key Stage 3 (Y7-9): Key Stage 4 (Y10-11):

English

Maths

Science

Geography

History

Religious Education
French

Spanish

Physical Education
Computer Science
Art

Performing Arts
Design Technology
Personal Development

English

Maths

Art

Business Studies
Religious Education
Food Science
French

Spanish

Geography

Health & Social Care
Combined Science
Triple Science: Biology,
Chemistry & Physics

History

Computer Science
Design Technology
Sports Studies
Performing Arts
Psychology

DIT

GCSE PE
Photography
Sociology
Personal
Development
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Organiser Booklet

Year 10
2024-25
2nd Half-Term (AUT 2)
Collaboration Opportunity Excellence

DELIVERING A CORE EDUCATION
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Education k or ricsdross o, | ISR
Comprehensive-One Grammar School- Private Schools- more famous schools available for Independent Schools-
school for everyone more academic Charge fees such as Eton & Public & Private Schools

S — everyone of all

—
The ‘self-fulfilling’ prophecy

only being capable of reaching a

poorer children away from Feminist Movement

Living conditions such as poor .
& P |I Streaming

Home education- teachin
Judging a student as ‘bright’ g

| Material deprivation: | | Harrow. abilities

| Costs of uniforms, sports kits | T — —I\/;t(;al_en;ro—nm—ent_' - 'Il If teachers have low

| and special materials may keep | . | expectations, or see a child as r—m—————_——— —F————————— Fm————————————
| | The ‘Halo effect’

I |

I
I
I
I
certain level of academic |
I
I
I
I

Faith Schools- Schools that
are run with a religious
ethos

hold disagreements with teachers, textbooks, or role

which educational resources to

models of teachers in

Cultural Deprivation: ) - T T | Teachers expectations.
ST S ome and Social Class background. Some teachers may have higher or

purchase. They may also expect more A middle-class students certain subject areas

I

I

I

f | Official statistics reveal some i i

Middle class parents know how to ) L] » ! - | | Subject Choice.
“work the system” such as how to | \/ I j g differences in educational Gender stereotyping in

| _y ( } achievement based on gender |

I I

I

I

I

| housi ding, lack of | : | | | |
ousing, overcrowding, lack o ) ) ) . ) !
school. | privacgy or quiet placgs to do | hile th p . h | Putting students into groups, | | Change in attitudes towards women’s roles | children at home using
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1944 Butler Education Act

e Equal chance to develop talents, free state run education

1988 Education Act

¢ Introduction of the marketisation of education-

Since 2010 educational

1997 New Labour Educational Policy
e  Raising Standards: providing nursery places for 3-4 year olds, reducing
¢ Introduction of a meritocratic system in which children received «  One school for everyone- all consumer choice and competition. Focus on class sizes, national literacy & numeracy schemes, ‘special measures’, «  New style academies
an education based on their academic ability rather than the abilities and social classes. parental choice, funding based on student ‘value-added’ feature on league tables. «  Free Schools

I 1965: The Comprehensive | | |
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ability of their parents to pay. : «  No labelling as a failure, seen as : numbers and more freedom for schools. : e Reducing inequality: introduction of Educational Maintenance : «  Pupil Premium
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System

* Theintroduction of the National Curriculum- core

* Introduction of the 11+ exam and the Tripartite System: fairer. Allowance (EMA), Aim Higher Programme, The Sure Start programme
» Secondary Modern +  Each school has a specific subjects for ages 5-16. and Connexions.
» Secondary Technical ‘catchment’ e Introduction of testing- GCSE examination. *  Promoting Diversity & Choice- Introduction of specialist and faith 54

» Grammar schools. |
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Any Questions....
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